
44 
 

FICTION IN THE NOVELS OF CHITRA BANERJEE DIVAKARUNI 
* Jeenu Chahal 

**Dr Shilpi Bhattacharya 
 

  Paper Received: 06.09.2022 / Paper Accepted: 17.10.2022 / Paper Published: 19.10.2022 

  Corresponding Author: Jeenu Chahal; doi:10.46360/cosmos.ahe.520222010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Introduction 

Divakaruni analyses social injustices and opposes 

established power systems in some of her writings. 

She discusses themes like class disparities, gender 

discrimination, and the challenges faced by people 

seeking to fit in in a new cultural setting. Divakaruni 

emphasises the value of empathy, compassion, and 

understanding in her narratives in order to promote 

a more equal and inclusive society. Throughout 

history, numerous genres of writing have been 

impacted by and/or represent socialism as an 

ideology and sociopolitical movement. Literature 

has provided a forum for investigating and critiquing 

social and economic arrangements, promoting social 

justice, and imagining alternative social forms.  

 

Socialist literature frequently criticises capitalism's 

exploitation, underlining its underlying inequalities, 

class distinctions, and the concentration of money 

and power. It illustrates the difficulties and battles 

encountered by members of the working class and 

other marginalised groups, highlighting the 

inequities engendered by capitalist institutions. 

Social class is represented in socialist literature by 

characters from various social classes, who interact 

with one another, engage in disputes with one 

another, and share common experiences. Socialist 

literature emphasises the significance of class 

consciousness. It tries to advocate for a more fair 

distribution of resources and increase awareness of 

the disparities and injustices caused by class 

distinctions.  

 

 

Socialist literature supports the concepts of 

solidarity and collective action as ways to confront 

oppressive regimes. It frequently shows characters 

cooperating, forming labour unions or social 

movements, and promoting societal change. These 

stories stress the effectiveness of group initiatives to 

change society and get rid of structural inequities. 

Societies based on the ideals of equality, fairness, 

and social justice are envisioned in socialist 

literature. It examines several political and 

economic structures that put everyone's wants and 

well-being first. The goal of this type of literature is 

to motivate readers to imagine and work towards a 

more equal society by presenting utopian or 

dystopian visions that compel readers to reflect 

critically on current social arrangements.   

 

Literature Review 

Suresh (2019) [1]; In this study, we examine Chitra 

Banerjee Divakaruni's "Queen of Dreams," "Vine of 

Desire," and "Sister of My Heart" in relation to the 

Expedition for Individuality. It also demonstrates 

how creatively she has approached the issues of 

individuality in the majority of her novels. We 

examine her themes, which include the Indian 

experience, contemporary American women, 

migration, history, misperception, as well as the joys 

and challenges of living in a modern world. Women 

writers have distinguished themselves in the sphere 

of Indian English writing by expertly portraying 

women's issues. Compared to other South Asian 

women writers,  the Indian women diaspora writers 
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are more prevalent. In her books, Divakaruni depicts 

both her personal experiences and that of other 

immigrant Indian women. She is among the most 

well-known writers from the Diaspora in the 20th 

century. She has captured the impatient bear roaring 

and has frequently spoken plainly about the varied 

immigrant experiences of fully grown women. In 

her chosen texts, Divakaruni highlights the 

distinctiveness and issues associated to her 

personality as part of a quest for originality. The 

author is one of the most well-known Diaspora 

writers of the 20th century who emphasises the 

seclusion, psychological harm, disturbance, 

disaffection, migrant, and also spreading at a stage 

of diasporic awareness primarily, of Diaspora grown 

women fans who are wedged in between 2 humans. 

Ladies are therefore considered one of the more 

obvious indicators of the significant risk of 

strangeness resulting from human marriage 

interactions. As one of the most impassioned and 

powerful Asian American immigrant women's 

voices, Divakaruni has demonstrated her courage. 

Despite all of their magic and even enigma, the 

characters she creates in her stories reflect one 

another and struggle with life's challenges. She has 

captured the impatient bear roaring and has 

frequently spoken plainly about the varied 

immigrant experiences of adult women. Throughout 

Emigration, the conquered nations underwent 

numerous changes. The people who had been 

captured were made to follow their leaders' orders. 

Emigration had a significant impact on the 

vanquished countries. The colonial authorities' 

rituals and routines gradually become addictive to 

the people who are being forced to participate in 

them. People started imitating the style and also way 

of life of their leaders. They eventually blended their 

culture with that of their leaders, and also gradually 

they lost their individuality. Sociologists like Ajay 

Sahoo and Brij Maharaj have noted that the 

movement has assumed various characteristics 

during the era of globalisation and even post-

information technology: "Globalisation goes beyond 

region, area range, and also boundaries. It has 

actually been accompanied by quick movement of 

people across boundaries as well as also has actually 

questioned regarding identification, person ship, and 

citizenship." A wide range of Indo- Anglian authors 

are produced by the study colonial duration. These 

authors focus on immigrants and their issues as 

immigrants. While during emigration people are 

forced to migrate from place to place as servants or 

employees, during the message colonial age people 

once again move from city to country either 

voluntarily or involuntarily. Anita Desai, Chitra 

Banerjee Divakaruni, Bharati Mukherjee, and 

Jhumpa Lahiri. Meena Alexander, Uma 

Parameswaran, and numerous other deserving 

authors have written stories that address the 

challenges and difficulties faced by immigrants. As 

a result, a lot of diasporic literature draws attention 

to issues related to travellers' nationality, domicile, 

and even identification. The positioning of Chitra 

Banerjee Divakaruni as a prominent South Eastern 

author in English is particularly noteworthy. She has 

been recognised as an Eastern American novelist 

who addresses crossbreed identification as well as 

wrote the partially autobiographical work despite 

spending more time outside of India than inside of 

it. The vast majority of her stories, which are set in 

California's Bay Area, focus on immigrants' 

experiences in the country; these immigrants' 

perspectives are rarely heard in other Indian authors' 

English-language works. It may be suggested that 

Chitra Banerjee's activities reflect her personal 

odyssey as an immigrant from a thematic 

perspective.  

 

(2016) Manreet [2]; Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni, an 

Indian-American author, is a master storyteller. The 

study emphasises Divakaruni's mastery of story-

telling in her work. Storytelling is an interpersonal 

pastime and a byproduct of memory, which leads to 

the realisation of striking cultural parallels and 

differences. This understanding fosters a feeling of 

community and strengthens the conviction that 

human affection and empathy know no bounds. The 

importance of storytelling as an important social and 

cultural practise is examined in the study. Knowing 

the societal and personal implications of narrating a 

tale is what makes it intriguing. The essay explores 

Divakaruni's individual motivations for becoming a 

skilled storyteller. The study also examines the more 

important points the author hopes to make through 

her captivating universe of stories. 

 

Analysis 
In Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's novels, fiction is a 

major theme. Her writing is distinguished by vivid 

character development, creative plots, and complex 

storytelling. Here are some significant elements of 

fiction found in Divakaruni's books: 

 

1. Cultural Exploration 
The difficulties of cultural identification are 

frequently explored in Divakaruni's works, as are the 

experiences of Indian and Indian-American 

characters. She explores the difficulties and conflicts 

that come when cultures collide while also bringing 

to life the vivid traditions, practises, and ideals of 

Indian culture in her novels. Chitra Banerjee 

Divakaruni's novels frequently feature cultural 

exploration, in which she explores the nuances of 

cultural identity, traditions, and experiences. Her 

writings provide readers with a window into the 

diverse Indian and Indian-American cultures, 

illuminating practises, ideologies, and societal 
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dynamics. Divakaruni's storytelling explores the 

complexities, tensions, and intersections across 

civilizations rather than settling for simplistic 

depictions. She examines issues including arranged 

marriages, immigration, generational upheavals, 

and the difficulties of juggling many cultural 

expectations through her narratives. The cultural 

exploration by Divakaruni encourages readers to 

have a greater appreciation and understanding of 

many cultures while highlighting the common 

humanity that unites us all. Its many manifestations 

are a recurring theme in Divakaruni's books. The 

feelings and conflicts associated with love are 

universal, even as she dives into the cultural 

backdrop of planned marriages, parental 

expectations, and societal pressures. Regardless of 

their cultural background, readers may identify with 

the difficulties of love relationships, the dynamics of 

familial ties, and the need for real connections. 

 

2. Female Protagonists 
Female heroines Who Navigate Through Personal 

and Social problems: Female heroines who 

successfully navigate through personal and societal 

problems are a common theme in Divakaruni's 

novels. These ladies struggle with challenges 

including gender roles, societal norms, and finding 

their own identities. The fiction of Divakaruni gives 

female voices a forum and emphasises the 

challenges, victories, and resiliency of women. 

Ingrid Banerjee The strong female protagonists who 

successfully negotiate intricate, frequently 

patriarchal systems are celebrated in Divakaruni's 

writings. Her characters reject social norms, 

question conventional gender roles, and claim their 

autonomy in the face of difficulty. Divakaruni 

creates multifaceted female characters that are 

brave, intelligent, and emotionally complex while 

portraying their personal growth, empowerment, 

and self-discovery journeys. The readers are given 

inspiring and sympathetic female heroines that 

encourage contemplation, empathy, and a fresh 

understanding for the tenacity and resilience of 

women as they deal with difficulties like cultural 

expectations, identity, love, and familial 

responsibilities. The depiction of strong female 

voices in Divakaruni is a potent example of how 

women can change the world and have the capacity 

to determine their own futures. 

 

3. Themes of Love and Relationships 
Divakaruni's novels frequently explore the themes 

of love and relationships, both romantic and 

familial. She investigates the intricacies of 

interpersonal relationships, the strength of love, and 

how relationships affect identity development and 

personal progress. The complex relationships 

between friendships, families, and marriages are 

frequently explored in Divakaruni's novels. The 

numerous topics of love and relationships are 

explored throughout Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's 

works, which offer a complex and engrossing 

portrait of interpersonal relationships. Her writings 

explore a range of connections, including 

friendships, familial ties, romantic love, and the 

challenges of managing these emotional links. 

Divakaruni deftly depicts the joys, difficulties, and 

transformational force of love while skillfully 

capturing its complexities. 

 

Divakaruni explores the conflicts between personal 

desires and society expectations in her novels as she 

digs into the cultural subtleties of love and marriage. 

She discusses the difficulties of arranged marriages, 

relationships between cultures, and the conflict 

between tradition and individual preference. 

Through her narratives, Divakaruni poses 

provocative issues about the nature of love, its 

function in defining individual identities, and the 

compromises and sacrifices that are frequently 

necessary in romantic relationships. 

 

In addition, Divakaruni's examination of love goes 

beyond romantic partnerships to look at the ties that 

exist within families, especially between mothers 

and daughters. She explores the dynamics between 

generations, illuminating their complexity and 

depth. The stories in Divakaruni emphasise the 

transforming power of familial love, the difficulties 

of bridging generational gaps, and the ways in which 

these relationships influence the lives of the 

characters. Divakaruni portrays the common 

feelings of love and relationships via her intelligent 

and moving storytelling while also incorporating 

cultural specifics that give her characters and their 

travels a sense of individuality. She explores the 

emotional and intimate components of love as well 

as the societal and cultural influences that have an 

impact on these relationships. Her books provide 

readers with a rich and compelling analysis of the 

intricacies, pleasures, and challenges associated 

with love and interpersonal relationships. 

 

4. Magical Realism 
Divikaruni blurs the line between truth and 

imagination in some of her writings by using aspects 

of magical realism. She infuses symbolism, 

spirituality, and folklore into her stories through the 

use of these components, giving them richness and 

magic. Examples of this can be seen in "The 

Mistress of Spices" and "The Palace of Illusions." 

The works by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni are 

characterised by their magical realism. It is a 

technique for telling stories that combines the 

commonplace with the magical, fusing the lines 

between reality and fantasy. In order to give her 

stories enchantment, symbolism, and deeper layers 
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of meaning, Divakaruni uses aspects of magical 

realism. 

 

Magical realism frequently appears in the form of 

mystical components, paranormal events, or 

individuals with superhuman skills throughout 

Divakaruni's writings. These components are 

masterfully weaved into the story, existing side by 

side with the real world while bringing a sense of 

surprise and mystery. Divakaruni examines the 

symbolic and metaphorical elements of her novels 

using magical realism, giving readers a window 

through which to discover deeper truths and 

emotional resonances.In Divakaruni's books, 

magical realism fulfils a number of functions. She is 

able to investigate cultural mythology and folklore 

while combining Indian spirituality and traditions.  

 

The expression of emotions, desires, and conflicts 

that go beyond the bounds of the real world can also 

be accomplished through the use of magical 

materials. They also provide a creative outlet, open 

up new ideas, and present different 

viewpoints.Divakaruni draws readers into a world 

that is both familiar and strange by utilising magical 

realism. Her exploration of the human experience, 

the strength of faith, the interdependence of 

existence, and the mysteries that lay beneath the 

surface of reality are made possible by this. The 

interplay between the fantastical and the mundane 

gives Divakaruni's stories complexity, symbolism, 

and a sense of wonder, improving the storytelling 

experience as a whole. 

 

5. Social and Political Commentary 
Social and political commentary are prevalent 

themes in Divakaruni's fiction. She discusses issues 

like social inequality, immigration, women's rights, 

and the effects of globalisation. Her books give 

voice to those who are frequently silenced by 

shedding light on the hardships and experiences of 

marginalised people and communities. The social 

and political criticism included in Chitra Banerjee 

Divakaruni's books frequently speaks to current 

issues in the civilizations she portrays. She 

illuminates numerous social and political facets 

through her stories, providing perceptive viewpoints 

and promoting discussion on significant issues. 

 

Themes covered in Divakaruni's books include 

gender inequity, cultural disputes, the experiences of 

immigrants, socioeconomic inequities, and the 

effects of historical events on people and 

communities. She sensitively and deeply examines 

these topics, utilising her characters' stories as a 

mirror through which to view bigger social and 

political processes. 

 

Readers are urged to engage in critical reflection by 

Divakaruni by incorporating social and political 

comments. Her stories question established 

conventions, undermine hierarchies, and shed light 

on the effects of social injustices. She investigates 

the complexity of identity, discrimination, and the 

fight for justice and equality through the experiences 

and relationships of her characters. 

 

Divakaruni frequently addresses more significant 

structural concerns in her social and political 

criticism, going beyond her own personal 

experiences. She emphasises how social and 

political factors affect the choices that are accessible 

to her characters as well as how their lives are 

shaped by these factors. Through providing insights 

into the struggles experienced by people from 

different backgrounds, her stories provide 

marginalised voices a platform, fostering empathy 

and compassion among readers. Overall, 

Divakaruni's social and political commentary acts as 

a catalyst for fostering conversation, increasing 

reader engagement with social concerns, and 

bringing attention to the complexities of the society 

we live in. Incorporating both narrative and political 

criticism, her works encourage readers to think 

about the broader ramifications of social and 

political processes while immersing themselves in 

the magic of fantasy. 

 

Conclusion 
Divakaruni's fiction is renowned for its emotional 

intensity and depth. Her writing stirs up powerful 

feelings, and she deftly conveys the complexity of 

people's relationships, inner conflicts, and emotions. 

Her characters and their adventures frequently 

inspire readers to reflect and feel empathy for them. 

Since Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's writing stirs up 

intense, heartfelt feelings in her readers, emotional 

resonance plays a crucial role in her novels. She 

delves deeply into the complexity of human 

emotions in her moving stories, enabling readers to 

share in the joys, tragedies, and complexities of her 

characters' journeys. 

 

Divakaruni's ability to evoke strong emotions is a 

result of her engaging characters and sympathetic 

depictions of human tribulations and victories. Her 

characters have complex personalities and relatable 

hopes, fears, and weaknesses. Readers become 

emotionally invested in characters as they become 

engrossed in their adventures, creating a bond that 

endures long after the story has concluded. The 

author's use of descriptive language and evocative 

prose further add to the work's emotional resonance. 

She paints evocative depictions of inner anguish, 

love, longing, sadness, and resilience while deftly 

capturing the complexities of emotions. Readers are 
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invited to delve into the depths of human emotion by 

Divakaruni, who creates a rich and engrossing 

narrative experience. 

 

Themes and problems that Divakaruni tackles in her 

books, like cultural identity, love, loss, family 

dynamics, and personal development, frequently stir 

universal emotions. The work of Divakaruni 

becomes a mirror reflecting readers' own pleasures 

and sorrows by drawing on these common emotional 

experiences, developing a sense of empathy and 

understanding. Readers are left with a lasting 

impression by Divakaruni's writings because of her 

capacity to elicit powerful emotional reactions. They 

have a profoundly personal resonance that inspires 

introspection, empathy, and a greater understanding 

of the complexity and beauty of the human 

experience. 
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