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Introduction 

 NGOs are organizations that work in many different 

fields, but the term is generally associated with those 

seeking social transformation and improvements in 
quality of life. Development NGOs are the most highly 

visible sector, and includes both international and local 

organizations, as well as those working in humanitarian 

emergency sector. Many are associated with interna-

tional aid and voluntary donation, but there are also 

NGOs that choose not to take funds from donors and 

try to generate funding in other ways, such as selling 

handicrafts or charging for services. 

 Environmental NGOs are another sub-sector, and 

sometimes overlap with development NGOs. An ex-

ample is Greenpeace. (see: List of Environmental 

NGOs). Just like other NGOs networks, transnational 

environmental networks might acquire a variety of 

benefits in sharing information with other organiza-

tions, campaigning towards an issue, and exchanging 

contact information. Since transnational environmental 

NGOs advocate for different issues like public goods, 

such as pollution in the air, deforestation of areas and 

water issues, it is more difficult for them to give their 
campaigns a human face than NGOs campaigning di-

rectly for human rights issues.Some of the earliest 

forms of transnational environmental NGOs started to 

appear after the Second World War with the creation of 

the International Union for the Conservation of Nature 

and Natural Resources (IUCN).  

After the UN was formed in 1945, more environmental 
NGO started to emerge in order to address more specif-

ic environmental issues. In 1946, the UN Educational, 

Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) was 

created with the purpose of advocating and represent-

ing scientific issues and collaboration among environ-

mental NGOs. In 1969, the Scientific Committee on 

Problems of the Environment (SCOPE) was funded to 

increase and improve collaboration among environ-

mentalists. This collaboration was later reinforced and 

stimulated with the creation of UNESCO's Man and the 

Biosphere Program in 1971. In 1972, the UN Confer-

ence on the Human Environment in Stockholm, tried to 
address the issues on Sweden’s plead for international 

intervention on trans-boundary pollution from other 

European industrialized nations. 

 

Transnational environmental NGOs have taken on di-

verse issues around the globe, but one of the best-

known cases involving the work of environmental 

NGO’s can be traced back to Brazil during the 1980s. 

The United States got involved with deforestation con-

cerns due to the allegations of environmentalists dictat-

ing deforestation to be a global concern, and after 1977 

the U.S. Foreign Assistance Act added an Environmen-

tal and Natural Resources section. 

 Human rights NGOs may also overlap with those in 

development, but are another distinct category. Amnes-

ty International is perhaps one of the best-known.  Dur-

ing the early 1980s the Brazilian government created 

the Polonoreste developing program, which the World 

Bank agreed to finance. The Polonoreste program 

aimed to urbanized areas of the Amazon, which were 

already occupied by local indigenous groups. Rapid 
deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon called the atten-

tion and intervention of UNESCO, who utilized its 

Program on Man and the Biosphere to advocate against 

the Polonoreste program, on the grounds of violating 

the rights of the indigenous groups living in the Ama-

zon. In the case of deforestation of the Brazilian Ama-

zon, the environment NGOs were able to put pressure 

on the World Bank to cancel the loans for the 

Polonoreste program. Due to the leverage that the U.S. 

has over the bank, in 1985 the World Bank suspended 

the financial aid to the Polonoreste Program. The work 
of environmental NGOs in the Brazilian case was suc-

cessful because there was a point of leverage that made 

the targeted actor vulnerable to international pressure. 

 Even though NGOs might have common goals relating 

to development or environment issues, interests and 

perspectives are diverse. A distinction can be made 

between the interests and goals among those NGOs 

located in industrialized countries—often referred to as 
the states of the North—and NGOs from nations locat-

ed in developing countries—referred to as states of the 

South. There is sometimes tension between them. 

Southern states blame the developed nations for over-

consumption and pollution resulting from industrializa-

tion, and for sustaining inequalities in the international 

economic system 
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 There is also a distinction among groups that take on 

particular and specific socio-economic issues. The 

Women’s Environment and Development Organization 

was created in 1990 with the purpose to advocate for 

gender inclusion in work related to the Earth Summit. 

Other groups might focus on issues that include racial 
minorities and individuals from lower income back-

grounds. 

 Track II Diplomacy 

Track II dialogue, or Track II diplomacy, is a transna-

tional coordination that involves non-official members 

of the government including epistemic communities as 

well as former policy-makers or analysts. Track II di-

plomacy aims to get policymakers and policy analysts 

to come to a common solution through discussions by 
unofficial figures of the government. Unlike the Track 

I diplomacy where government officials, diplomats and 

elected leaders gather to talk about certain issues, 

Track II diplomacy consists of experts, scientists, pro-

fessors and other figures that are not involved in gov-

ernment affairs. The members of Track II diplomacy 

usually have more freedom to exchange ideas and 

come up with compromise on their own. 
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