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A STUDY OF ECONOMICS OF MARRIAGE AND  
DIVORCE WOMAN IN INDIA 

1
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Introduction 

Marriage and Divorce 

Marriage is a social and cultural phenomenon and ap-

proved social pattern where by two or more persons 

establish a family. Sexual intercourse between the mar-

ital partners and subsumes reciprocal right and obliga-

tion between the spouses and their children. Marriage 

is a key means that enables to make a union between a 

man and woman, which may situate in different socio-
economic background. However, the forms of marriage 

are responsible to disruption of marital status and lead 

to divorce. In the present research 63.0 percent of di-

vorce cases were under the arranged marriage, which 

may challenge to western divorce trend where, maxi-

mum cases of marriage are under love marriage which 

breakdown easily. Similarly, 37.0 percent of divorce 

cases are found with in love marriage. 

Some of the studies on divorce based on Indian society 

have found the causes of divorce leads by exogamy 

marriage but in this study 8.40 percent of divorce cases 

have found under endogamy marriage system. Basical-

ly, low age at marriage of wife, marriage with wrong 

information or forced marriage. 7.40 percent of educat-

ed women were married with illiterate men without any 

concerned to her; they were actually unknown about it. 

In this study as a case, Mr. S.A and miss P.R were mar-

ried with wrong information. Basically that was based 

on their family interests. She was matrix pass where as 
her husband was just literate but relatively well in eco-

nomic condition. After two years of their marriage, 

marital relation between them was continuously be-

came loose and occurred divorce. 

Similarly, unequal educational and economic statuses 

of the spouses were major cause of the divorce under 

arranged marriage, which has more or less endogamy 

nature. Similarly, 33.0 percent of male were generally 
disagreed on the process of their marriage. 7.40 percent 

married were exogamy, which failed to gain family 

support. Those marital circumstances have created the 

situation that supports to breakdown their marital rela-

tion. 33.0 percent of husbands and 60.0 percent of 

wives were at the age of 20 when they get married. 

This situation of age factor indicates that the divorcee 

had immaturity to their family life. Similarly, the high 

age difference in husband and wife and unequal educa-

tional status creates differ expectations from the mar-

riage which strongly support to occur divorce gradual-

ly. 

Economics of Marriage 

The economics of marriage includes the economic 

analysis of household formation and break up, of pro-

duction and distribution decisions within the house-

hold. It is closely related to the law and economics of 

marriages and households. Grossbard-Shechtman 

(1999a and 1999b) identifies three approaches to the 

subject: the Marxist approach (Friedrich Engels (1884) 

and Himmelweit and Mohun (1977)), the neo-classical 

approach (Gary Becker (1974)) and the game theoretic 

approaches (Marilyn Manser,  Murray Brown, Marjorie 
McElroy and Mary Jane Horney). 

Arranged marriages are traditional in South Asian soci-

ety and continue to account for an overwhelming ma-

jority of marriages in the Indian subcontinent. Despite 

the fact that romantic love is "wholly celebrated" in 

both Indian mass media (such as Bollywood) and folk-

lore, and the arranged marriage tradition lacks any offi-

cial legal recognition or support, the institution has 
proved to be "surprisingly robust" in adapting to 

changed social circumstances and has defied predic-

tions of decline as India modernized. Arranged mar-

riages are believed to have initially risen to prominence 

in the Indian subcontinent when the historical Vedic 

religion gradually gave way to classical Hinduism (the 

ca. 500 BCE period), substantially displacing other 

alternatives that were once more prominent. In the ur-

ban culture of modern India, the differentiation be-

tween arranged and love marriages is increasingly seen 

as a "false dichotomy" with the emergence of phenom-
ena such as "self-arranged marriages" and free-choice 

on the part of the prospective spouses. 

Divorced Woman  
Economic 
There is great disparity between the economic ramifi-

cations of divorce between men and women. Men re-

main relatively unaffected while women, especially 
those with children, have difficulty “providing food, 

clothing and shelter for themselves and their children.” 

The government in urban areas usually provides some 
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form of public assistance to single mothers, but this 

service is not fully taken advantage of because most do 

not know of its existence (Amato 210). Often a woman 

is not able to rely on her family for support because 

many parents “feel they have discharged their obliga-

tions to a daughter by arranging her marriage and 
providing a dowry.” Dowries are not returned after a 

divorce. Also, due to the social stigma of divorce, 

women find it difficult to remarry and usually attempt 

to establish an independent household (Amato 211).  

 

Divorced Women in India examines the economic 

rights and entitlements of separated/deserted women in 

law and practice in India, and explores all the laws and 

policies relating to financial support for a wife or child 

that come into play once a separation or divorce has 

taken place. Based on a survey of more than 400 wom-

en in four different regions across the country, this 
seminal work lays bare the miserable financial condi-

tions of separated/deserted women and the lengthy 

procedural obstacles that these women have to contend 

with to get any justice. It interrogates the absence of 

any laws that would give Indian women ownership 

rights in the property and assets that they have helped 

to acquire through financial or non-financial contribu-

tions in the marital home, and suggests that Communi-

ty of Property should be made a part of law for all In-

dian women.  

This work further challenges the conventional under-
standing of productive work and advocates recognition 

of the productive nature of women’s household work. 

Another aspect discussed pertains to the pervasive 

scourge of dowry and how seldom women recover 

their dowry and stridhan through the law. 

Conclusion 

The divorce rate today 3.6 divorces per one thousand 

couples per year is at its lowest level since 1970. For 

marriages that occurred in the 1950s through the 1970s, 
the figures clearly show that the probability of divorce 

before each anniversary rose for each successive mar-

riage cohort. For first marriages that occurred in the 

1980s, the proportion that had dissolved by each anni-

versary was consistently lower and it is lower again for 

marriages that occurred in the 1990s. 
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