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Introduction 
The enduring tension between good and evil 

constitutes a pivotal subject within theological and 

philosophical discourses, permeating the breadth of 

human experience. Augustine of Hippo, a 

distinguished theologian and philosopher of the 

early Christian church, delved profoundly into this 

subject in his oeuvre, shedding light on the essence 

of human nature and elucidating the nexus between 

the soul and the divine.  

 

The aim of this content analysis research is to 

scrutinize the inner struggle between good and evil 

in Augustine's theology, with particular emphasis on 

the interplay between human will, divine grace, and 

the pivotal role of introspection and spiritual 

maturation. Drawing from an extensive range of 

literature, encompassing Augustine's seminal works 

such as "Confessions", “On Free Choice of the 

Will", and "City of God", as well as scholarly 

analyses and biographical studies, this research 

endeavors to uncover the intricacies of Augustine's 

thought, whilst contemplating the impact of the 

Jesuit tradition on our comprehension of the subject 

(Sullivan, 2020). 

 

In exploring the inner struggle between good and 

evil, this research will initially examine Augustine's 

conceptualization of original sin and the premise 

that humanity is inherently marred because of the 

Fall. This foundational notion informs Augustine's 

perspective on the function of human will within the 

moral struggle, as well as the indispensability of 

divine grace for the redemption of the soul (Cary, 

2008; Rist, 1994). Subsequently, we will investigate 

Augustine's stance on the importance of personal 

reflection and spiritual growth, and the manner in 

which these practices facilitate the surmounting of 

evil forces and the fostering of proximity to God 

(Miles, 2011& Wetzel, 2012). 

 

By amalgamating insights from Augustinian and 

Jesuit perspectives, this research endeavors to 

contribute to a more profound appreciation of the 

complexities and nuances inherent in Augustine's 

theology, and its enduring pertinence to 

contemporary spirituality and ethical discourse. 

 

Theoretical Framework 
This paper is anchored to Augustine's theological 

framework encompasses various themes, including 

hope, suffering, theology, and mental health. 
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investigating the various facets of his thought, including the nature of good and evil, original 

sin, human will, divine grace, conversion, spiritual growth, and the influence of 

Neoplatonism and the Christian tradition. Through a thorough examination of primary and 

secondary literature, it aims to illuminate the ways in which Augustine's ideas remain 

relevant to contemporary times. In particular, it also discusses the implications of his thought 

for personal spirituality, community engagement, and the ongoing search for meaning and 

purpose in the face of moral challenges. The paper highlights the enduring significance of 

Augustine's theology for understanding the complexities of human experience and spiritual 

transformation. Lastly, this study contributes to the scholarly discourse surrounding 

Augustine's thought and offers insights into its contemporary applications for spiritual and 

ethical life. 
 

Keywords: Augustine, Theology, Good and Evil, Original Sin, Human Will, Divine Grace, 

Neoplatonism, Christian Tradition, Spirituality. 

Cosmos An International Journal of Art & Higher Education 

A Refereed Research Journal 

Vol 13 / No 1 / Jan-Jun 2024            ISSN: 2319-8966 

 

 

* La Consolacion University, Philippines. 

 



2 
 

Augustine's theological framework incorporates a 

vast array of topics and themes, such as hope, 

suffering, theology, mental health, rhythm, rhetoric, 

language, and time (Drever, 2022). Augustine's 

emphasis on the theological virtue of hope as a 

means to navigate through periods of suffering is a 

central aspect of his framework (Drever, 2022). In 

his Enchiridion, he examines the concept of 

optimism and applies it to his sermons and letters 

(Drever, 2022). Augustine's theological framework 

integrates the study of rhythm, especially in "De 

musica," where he discusses the role of music in his 

conversion to Christianity (Havenga, 2023). 

Furthermore, Augustine's engagement with 

philosophy influences his theological framework. 

Some academics contend that Augustine is solely a 

theologian, while others view him as a Christian 

philosopher (Boone, 2021). He integrates neo-

Platonism into his Christian theology (Boone, 

2021). In addition, Augustine's grasp of language is 

a crucial component of his theological framework.  

e distinguishes the verbum mentis from the verbum 

vocis and examines the implications of language for 

the Incarnation (Porter, 2018). In addition to 

intersecting with disciplines such as anthropology 

and physics, Augustine's theological framework also 

intersects with other academic fields. To 

comprehend Augustine's theory of time, 

interdisciplinary approaches have been proposed, 

taking into consideration his philosophical and 

theological perspectives (Zinan, 2022). In addition, 

Augustine's writings, specifically "Confessions," 

have been examined in the context of mental health 

and therapy, with his narrative theology offering 

potential therapeutic benefits (Lin, 2022). 

 

In the context of this study, the emphasis is on 

examining Augustine's theology regarding the inner 

struggle between good and evil, the concept of evil 

as a deprivation of good, and the impact of original 

sin on human will and divine grace. The themes 

mentioned in the research, such as hope, suffering, 

theology, and mental health, can be examined within 

Augustine's broader theological framework to better 

comprehend their relevance and interrelationship 

with the primary topic of investigation. 

 

Conceptual Framework 
Figure 1 shows the conceptual framework of the 

study. St. Augustine's theological framework 

includes his exploration of hope as a theological 

virtue for navigating suffering, among other facets. 

Understanding the function of hope in the face of 

evil and moral challenges is essential for 

appreciating its significance in Augustine's thought. 

In addition, his engagement with philosophy, 

notably Neoplatonism, has a substantial impact on 

his theological perspectives, revealing how 

philosophical concepts intersect with his 

understanding of good and evil. 

 

In addition, Augustine's discussions of language, 

rhythm, and time within his theological framework 

cast light on the complexities of moral decision-

making and the inner conflict between good and 

evil. Examining how language influences his 

conception of evil and the human will can provide 

context for his overall theological perspective. In 

addition, interdisciplinary approaches that 

investigate Augustine's theory of time can enhance 

our comprehension of human experience, 

spirituality, and ethical considerations in light of his 

theological teachings. 

 

Contextualizing the themes of hope, suffering, 

theology, mental health, rhythm, rhetoric, language, 

and time within Augustine's theological framework 

can provide valuable insights for comprehending the 

inner conflict between good and evil, human will, 

and divine grace as explored in this study. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Conceptual Framework of the Study 
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Statement of the Problem 
The general objective of this study is to explore 

Augustine's theology focusing on the inner struggle 

between good and evil, and to analyze the various 

aspects of his thought, including the nature of evil as 

a privation of good, the impact of original sin, the 

role of human will, and the significance of divine 

grace.  

 

Specifically, this paper answered the following 

questions: 

1. How does Augustine's theology conceptualize 

the nature of good and evil, and what are the 

philosophical and theological implications of 

this conceptualization? 

2. What is the role and significance of the doctrine 

of original sin in Augustine's theological 

framework, and how does it impact Christian 

doctrine and belief?  

3. What is the role of human will in relation to 

divine grace and human salvation in 

Augustine's theological perspective, and how 

does this influence Christian ethics and 

morality? 

4. How does Augustine articulate the necessity of 

divine grace for salvation, and what are the 

implications of this necessity for understanding 

human nature and divine intervention? 

5. What does Augustine describe as the process of 

conversion and spiritual growth, and how does 

this process reflect the broader themes of sin, 

redemption, and grace in his theology? 

6. In what ways did Neoplatonism and the broader 

Christian intellectual tradition influence 

Augustine's theological development, 

particularly in his understanding of concepts 

like the soul, God, and the material world? 

7. How can Augustine's theological insights be 

applied to contemporary issues in spirituality 

and ethics, and what relevance do his teachings 

hold for modern Christian practice and belief? 

 

Scope and Delimitation 
This study employs a qualitative analysis of 

Augustine's original writings to explore themes like 

the conflict between good and evil, human will, 

divine grace, and their relevance in contemporary 

contexts. Focusing on major works such as 

"Confessions" and "City of God," the study aims to 

provide a detailed understanding of Augustine's 

theological framework, while acknowledging the 

challenges posed by the vast scope of his writings 

and the nuances lost in translation from Latin to 

English. Additionally, while the research delves into 

Augustine's theological perspectives, it doesn't 

extensively explore the broader philosophical 

influences on his thought or conduct comparative 

analyses with other theological frameworks, 

potentially missing deeper insights into his work. 

Despite its comprehensive approach, the study faces 

limitations, including its primary concentration on 

Augustine's theological aspects, potentially 

overlooking the cultural context of his era and its 

influence on his theology. Moreover, while 

recognizing Augustine's impact on later Christian 

philosophy and mental health, these areas are not 

thoroughly examined, indicating areas for future 

research. Nevertheless, the study offers significant 

insights into Augustine's ideas and their enduring 

influence on various aspects of human thought and 

experience, setting a foundation for more exhaustive 

future research to explore the complexities and 

nuances of Augustine's contributions to Christian 

thought. 

 

Methodology 
Research Design: Textual Analysis 
The research adopts a textual analysis approach, 

aimed at a systematic examination of Augustine's 

original writings. This method involves a detailed, 

qualitative analysis of textual data, allowing for an 

in-depth understanding of Augustine's theological 

concepts. The primary focus is on interpreting the 

meanings, themes, and patterns within his works, 

especially those concerning good and evil, human 

will, and divine grace. 

 

Thematic Analysis 
In order to comprehensively analyze Augustine's 

writings, the study employs thematic analysis. This 

involves identifying, analyzing, and reporting 

patterns (themes) within the data. The thematic 

analysis will focus on key concepts such as hope, 

suffering, and others that are prevalent in 

Augustine's works. Each theme will be explored to 

uncover Augustine's perspectives and how they 

contribute to the broader theological discourse. 

 

Historical and Philosophical Context 
Understanding the historical and philosophical 

context in which Augustine wrote is crucial for this 

research. This involves an exploration of the socio-

political and religious landscape of the late Roman 

Empire, as well as the philosophical influences, 

particularly Neoplatonism, that shaped Augustine's 

thinking. This contextual analysis aids in 

interpreting Augustine's works within the 

appropriate historical and intellectual framework. 

 

Data Sources and Selection 
The study will analyze primary sources, specifically 

Augustine's own writings. Key texts such as 

"Confessions," "City of God," and "On Christian 

Doctrine" will be included. Selection of texts will be 

guided by their relevance to the identified themes 

and their significance in Augustine's body of work. 

 

Data Analysis Procedure 
Data analysis will involve several steps: 
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1. Initial Reading and Familiarization: Reading 

through Augustine's texts to gain a general 

understanding of the content and context. 

2. Coding: Identifying and coding textual 

segments related to the research themes. 

3. Theme Identification: Grouping codes into 

potential themes and sub-themes. 

4. Reviewing Themes: Checking if the themes 

work in relation to the coded extracts and the 

entire data set. 

5. Defining and Naming Themes: Refining the 

specifics of each theme and determining what 

aspect of Augustine's theology they capture. 

6. Producing the Report: Relating the analysis 

back to the research question and drawing 

conclusions from the data. 

 

Ethical Considerations 
While primary textual analysis typically does not 

involve ethical considerations related to human 

subjects, this research will adhere to academic 

integrity and respect for intellectual property. All 

sources will be properly credited, and interpretations 

will aim to be faithful to Augustine's original intent 

and meaning. 

 

Result and Discussion 

The Nature of Good and Evil in Augustine's Thought 
Central to Augustine's theology is the question of the 

nature of good and evil, which not only illuminates 

his understanding of human nature but also 

underpins his view of the inner struggle between 

these opposing forces. Augustine's conception of 

good and evil is rooted in both the Christian tradition 

and Neoplatonic philosophy (Cary, 2008), resulting 

in a unique synthesis of ideas that informs his 

theology. 

 

Augustine posited that God, as the ultimate source 

of goodness, created everything good (Augustine, 

2008, p. 236). He believed that evil is not a 

substance or entity in its own right, but rather a 

privation or corruption of the original goodness 

(Augustine, 1961, p. 124). As Augustine famously 

wrote in his "Confessions," "evil is nothing but the 

removal of good until finally no good remains" 

(Augustine, 1961, p. 124). This perspective aligns 

with Neoplatonic thought, which asserts that evil is 

a privation of the good and lacks ontological status 

(TeSelle, 2002). 

 

However, Augustine's Christian convictions 

compelled him to recognize the reality of evil, both 

in the moral choices of individuals and in the 

broader cosmic struggle between God and Satan. As 

Brown (2013) notes, Augustine saw evil not as an 

abstract philosophical concept but as a concrete 

force that actively opposes the goodness of God and 

His creation. This is evident in his treatment of 

original sin, which posits that humanity's inherent 

goodness has been marred by the Fall, resulting in a 

proclivity toward evil and a compromised ability to 

choose good (Harrison, 2000). 

 

The existence of evil within the world and the 

human soul raises the question of how it originated 

if everything was created good by God. Augustine 

grappled with this dilemma throughout his life, 

ultimately concluding that evil arises from the abuse 

of free will (Augustine, 1998). In "On Free Choice 

of the Will," Augustine argues that "the cause of evil 

is the defection of the will from the unchangeable 

good to the changeable good" (Augustine, 1998, p. 

29). He contends that when human beings, 

exercising their free will, choose lesser goods over 

the ultimate good-God-evil is introduced into the 

world. 

 

This understanding of the nature of good and evil 

has profound implications for Augustine's theology, 

particularly in relation to the inner struggle that 

characterizes human existence. If evil is a privation 

of good and arises from the abuse of free will, then 

the struggle between good and evil can be 

understood as a process of choosing between the 

ultimate good-God-and lesser goods that lead to 

moral corruption and spiritual alienation (Wetzel, 

2012). 

 

The Doctrine of Original Sin 
Augustine's doctrine of original sin constitutes a 

cornerstone of his theology, shaping his 

understanding of the human condition and the inner 

struggle between good and evil. The concept of 

original sin emerged from Augustine's reflections on 

the biblical account of the Fall in Genesis, which 

describes the disobedience of Adam and Eve in the 

Garden of Eden (Harrison, 2000). Central to 

Augustine's view is the notion that the consequences 

of the Fall extend to all of humanity, resulting in an 

innate propensity towards sin and moral corruption 

(Cavadini, 2010). 

 

According to Augustine, the original sin of Adam 

and Eve is transmitted to their descendants through 

the process of procreation, bestowing upon each 

individual an inherent inclination towards evil 

(Mayer, 2007). As Augustine states in his work 

"City of God," "the first man, by his sin, bound 

himself and his descendants in the bonds of a just 

condemnation" (Augustine, 2008, p. 503). This view 

has significant implications for Augustine's 

understanding of the inner struggle between good 

and evil, as it posits that human beings are born with 
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a predisposition towards moral failure, necessitating 

divine intervention for redemption and spiritual 

growth (Rist, 1994). 

 

The doctrine of original sin has been subject to 

various interpretations and critiques throughout the 

history of Christian thought. Some critics argue that 

the concept is unjust, as it appears to hold 

individuals responsible for the actions of their 

ancestors (Vogt, 2011). However, Augustine 

maintained that the transmission of original sin is 

not a matter of individual culpability, but rather a 

consequence of the human condition, which has 

been fundamentally compromised by the Fall 

(Harrison, 2000). 

 

Augustine's doctrine of original sin underscores the 

necessity of divine grace in the process of spiritual 

growth and the ultimate triumph of good over evil. 

As humanity is inherently tainted by the 

consequences of the Fall, the role of human will in 

the inner struggle between good and evil is 

inherently limited, requiring the infusion of divine 

grace to overcome the forces of sin and corruption 

(Cavadini, 2010). In this sense, the doctrine of 

original sin serves as a foundation for Augustine's 

broader theological perspective, emphasizing the 

inextricable interplay between human will, divine 

grace, and the moral choices that shape the human 

soul. 

 

The Role of the Human Will 
Transitioning from the doctrine of original sin, 

which highlights the compromised nature of human 

will as a consequence of the Fall, the topic will now 

delve into the role of the human will in Augustine's 

theology. Understanding the function of human will 

is crucial in examining the inner struggle between 

good and evil, as it lies at the heart of Augustine's 

view of moral decision-making and spiritual growth. 

In Augustine's thought, human will plays a central 

role in determining the moral choices individuals 

make, and consequently, the nature of their inner 

struggle between good and evil. Augustine believed 

that the human will, though tainted by original sin, 

retains the capacity to choose between good and evil 

(Augustine, 1998). As he states in "On Free Choice 

of the Will," "everyone who sins is sinning by his 

own free will" (Augustine, 1998, p. 22). However, 

Augustine also emphasizes that the will, left to its 

own devices, is prone to choose lesser goods over 

the ultimate good-God-resulting in moral corruption 

and spiritual alienation (Wetzel, 2012). 

 

Adversaries of Augustine's conception of the human 

will contend that his emphasis on the corrupting 

influence of original sin renders human agency null 

and void, as people are predisposed to choose evil 

over virtue (Pelagius, 1993). Augustine responded 

that, although the human will is weakened by 

original sin, it is not completely devoid of the ability 

to choose good (Cary, 2008). He claimed that, with 

the assistance of divine grace, the human will can be 

strengthened and guided toward the ultimate good, 

allowing humans to overcome their inner fight 

between good and evil and achieve spiritual growth 

(Wills, 1999). 

 

The relationship between human will and divine 

grace is a central theme in Augustine's theology. He 

argued that while human beings have the capacity to 

make moral choices, they are ultimately reliant on 

the transformative power of divine grace to 

overcome the corrupting influence of original sin 

and achieve spiritual growth (Augustine, 2008). As 

Augustine famously wrote in his "Confessions," "it 

is not by their own will that people do evil, but by 

their own will that they are converted to the good" 

(Augustine, 1961, p. 285). 

 

In conclusion, the role of the human will in 

Augustine's theology is multifaceted and central to 

understanding the inner struggle between good and 

evil. While acknowledging the compromised nature 

of human will be due to original sin, Augustine also 

emphasizes the potential for spiritual growth and 

redemption through the interplay between human 

will and divine grace. This dynamic relationship 

between the human will, divine grace, and moral 

choices provides a nuanced framework for 

understanding the complexities of the human soul 

and the ongoing struggle between good and evil in 

Augustine's thought. 

 

The Necessity of Divine Grace 
Although Augustine recognized the importance of 

human will in the moral decision-making process, 

he also emphasized the indispensable role of divine 

grace in overcoming evil, achieving spiritual 

growth, and ultimately attaining salvation.  

 

Meanwhile, Augustine's theology places a strong 

emphasis on the essential role of divine grace in the 

human struggle between good and evil. He 

maintained that divine grace is a gift from God, 

which operates in conjunction with human will to 

heal the wounds inflicted by original sin and to 

empower individuals to choose good over evil 

(Burnell, 1999). As Augustine eloquently expressed 

in his work "Enchiridion on Faith, Hope, and Love," 

"God's grace is not bestowed according to our 
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merits; but according to the purpose of his own will" 

(Augustine, 1996, p. 61). 

 

Critics of Augustine's emphasis on divine grace 

argue that it undermines human agency and 

responsibility in the moral decision-making process 

(Rist, 1994). Some, such as the British monk 

Pelagius, contended that individuals possess the 

innate capacity to choose good without the aid of 

divine grace (Pelagius, 1993). In response, 

Augustine insisted that while human beings are 

endowed with free will, they are fundamentally 

reliant on the transformative power of divine grace 

to overcome the debilitating effects of original sin 

(Cary, 2008). 

 

Augustine's view on the necessity of divine grace is 

poignantly illustrated in his "Confessions," where he 

recounts his own journey of spiritual transformation. 

He writes, "Late have I loved you, O Beauty ever 

ancient, ever new, late have I loved you! You were 

within me, but I was outside, and it was there that I 

searched for you" (Augustine, 1961, p. 211). This 

famous passage underscores the centrality of divine 

grace in Augustine's own spiritual development and 

highlights its essential role in the broader context of 

the inner struggle between good and evil. 

 

The necessity of divine grace in Augustine's 

theology extends beyond individual spiritual growth 

to encompass the ultimate goal of human existence-

union with God. He argued that the attainment of 

this union, which constitutes the ultimate fulfillment 

and happiness of the human soul, is only possible 

through the infusion of divine grace (Wills, 1999). 

As Augustine stated in "City of God," "the grace of 

God, not human nature, makes us citizens of the city 

of God" (Augustine, 2008, p. 694). 

 

Having explored the complex interplay between 

human will, divine grace, and the moral choices that 

shape the human soul, the discussion turns now to 

an analysis of the process of conversion and spiritual 

growth in Augustine's theology. In his 

understanding, personal reflection, repentance, and 

spiritual development play crucial roles in the 

journey toward the triumph of good over evil within 

the individual. 

 

The Process of Conversion and Spiritual Growth 
For Augustine, the process of conversion and 

spiritual growth is a dynamic and ongoing endeavor, 

characterized by moments of personal reflection, 

repentance, and the deepening of one's relationship 

with God (Brown, 2000). According to Augustine, 

the journey toward spiritual growth often begins 

with an experience of self-awareness and 

recognition of one's own sinfulness (Augustine, 

1961). This awareness, in turn, prompts the 

individual to seek repentance and reconciliation 

with God, a process that is made possible through 

the transformative power of divine grace (Wills, 

1999). 

 

Opponents of Augustine's beliefs on conversion and 

spiritual progress contend that his emphasis on the 

role of divine grace may minimize the significance 

of human initiative and personal responsibility 

(Pelagius, 1993). Nonetheless, Augustine held that 

the road of spiritual growth is a shared effort, 

needing both individual initiative and the 

transformational power of divine grace (Wetzel, 

2012). As he writes in "Confessions," "I willed not 

to will and could not have done so had I not willed" 

(Augustine, 1961, p. 178). 

 

Augustine's own process of conversion, as 

recounted in his "Confessions," serves as a vivid 

illustration of the interplay between personal 

reflection, repentance, and spiritual growth in his 

theology. Reflecting on the transformative power of 

divine grace in his own life, Augustine writes, "You 

called and cried out loud and shattered my deafness. 

You were radiant and resplendent, you put to flight 

my blindness. You were fragrant, and I drew in my 

breath and now pant after you. I tasted you, and I 

feel but hunger and thirst for you. You touched me, 

and I am set on fire to attain the peace which is 

yours" (Augustine, 1961, p. 211). 

 

The process of conversion and spiritual growth in 

Augustine's theology is not a one-time event but 

rather a lifelong journey marked by moments of 

profound transformation and ongoing spiritual 

development (Brown, 2000). This journey, in 

Augustine's view, culminates in the triumph of good 

over evil within the individual, as the soul gradually 

becomes more and more aligned with the divine will 

and the ultimate good-God (Cary, 2008). 

 

In conclusion, the process of conversion and 

spiritual growth in Augustine's theology is a 

complex and multifaceted endeavor, requiring both 

the active engagement of the individual and the 

transformative power of divine grace. Personal 

reflection, repentance, and spiritual development are 

central to Augustine's understanding of the journey 

toward the triumph of good over evil within the 

individual. By examining the dynamics of this 

process, we gain a deeper understanding of the 

interplay between human will, divine grace, and the 
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moral choices that shape the human soul in 

Augustine's thought. 

 

After examining the complex processes of 

conversion and spiritual growth in Augustine's 

theology, the researchers shall analyze the influence 

of Neoplatonism and the broader Christian tradition 

on his ideas on the inner struggle between good and 

evil. This investigation will shed light on how these 

philosophical and theological influences inform his 

theology. 

 

The Influence of Neoplatonism and the Christian 
Tradition 
Neoplatonism, a philosophical movement that arose 

in the late Roman Empire, had a tremendous 

influence on Augustine's ideas, notably in terms of 

his beliefs on the inner conflict between good and 

evil (O'Daly, 1999). Neoplatonic concepts such as 

the hierarchical nature of reality, the ultimate unity 

of all being in the One, and the concept of evil as the 

absence or privation of good provided Augustine 

with a philosophical framework for comprehending 

the nature of good and evil and the human soul's 

journey towards God (Armstrong, 1995). 

 

One of the most influential parts of Neoplatonism on 

Augustine's theology was the notion that evil is the 

absence of good. This concept, initially expressed by 

the Neoplatonic philosopher Plotinus, assisted 

Augustine in understanding the nature of evil not as 

a positive, independent force, but rather as a deficit 

or absence of goodness (Plotinus, 1966). As 

Augustine said in "Confessions," "I searched as to 

what wickedness is, and I found not a substance, but 

rather a perverseness of will bent away from the 

ultimate substance – You, O God – toward inferior 

things" (Augustine, 1961, p. 128). 

 

Augustine's notion of the inner struggle between 

good and evil was supported philosophically by 

Neoplatonism, but the broader Christian tradition 

also had a significant impact on his thinking. 

Augustine borrowed heavily from Paul's writings, 

notably in respect to the themes of original sin, 

human will, and divine grace (Teske, 1999). 

Augustine's theology was founded on Paul's 

emphasis on the necessity of divine grace for 

conquering the power of sin and achieving 

redemption (Romans 5:12-21). 

 

Moreover, Augustine constructed a new and 

coherent theological framework that linked 

Neoplatonic concepts with the core beliefs of 

Christian tradition by integrating these disparate 

influences. His synthesis of Neoplatonism and 

Christianity enabled him to construct a complex 

picture of the inner conflict between good and evil, 

recognizing the crucial roles of human will, divine 

grace, and the continual process of spiritual 

development (Wetzel, 2012). 

 

After studying the impact of Neoplatonism and the 

Christian tradition on Augustine's ideas, the study 

will now examine the enduring influence of his 

theology on succeeding Christian philosophers and 

the larger philosophical tradition. This section will 

trace the lasting impact of Augustine's teachings on 

the issues of inner conflict, human will, and divine 

grace. 

 

The Lasting Impact of Augustine's Theology 
Augustine's theology has left an unmistakable effect 

on the evolution of Christian thinking and has 

influenced the larger philosophical tradition for 

millennia. His sophisticated grasp of the inner 

conflict between good and evil, the interaction 

between human will and divine grace, and the 

importance of spiritual growth in the moral life has 

inspired innumerable theologians, philosophers, and 

spiritual authors (Bonner, 2002). 

 

Augustine's effect on medieval Christian 

philosophers, particularly St. Thomas Aquinas, is 

one of the most important components of his 

theological legacy. Aquinas drew heavily from 

Augustine's ideas, especially about the topics of 

original sin, divine grace, and human will (Kenny, 

1998). Aquinas' "Summa Theologiae" synthesis of 

Augustinian and Aristotelian concepts contributed 

to the establishment of a rich theological tradition 

within the Catholic Church, which continues to 

influence contemporary Christian thinking 

(Aquinas, 1981). 

 

Augustine's theology has also had a significant 

impact on the Protestant Reformation and its key 

thinkers, including Martin Luther and John Calvin. 

These two reformers were profoundly impacted by 

Augustine's teachings on human will, divine grace, 

and the significance of faith in the spiritual growth 

process (Oberman, 1989). In his landmark essay 

"The Bondage of the Will," Luther drew extensively 

from Augustine's teachings on the enslavement of 

the human will to sin and the necessity of divine 

grace for salvation (Luther, 1957). 

 

In addition, Augustine's theology has had a lasting 

impact on the larger philosophical tradition, 

especially in the areas of metaphysics, ethics, and 

the philosophy of mind. Many thinkers, including 

Immanuel Kant and Friedrich Nietzsche, have been 
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influenced by his theories on the nature of evil as a 

deprivation of good, the role of human choice in 

moral decision-making, and the necessity of divine 

grace for spiritual progress (Mann, 1999). 

 

Having traced the lasting impact of Augustine's 

theology on subsequent Christian thinkers and the 

broader philosophical tradition, it is now time to turn 

the attention to the relevance of his thought for 

contemporary spirituality and ethics. This section 

will focus on discussing the applicability of 

Augustine's ideas to modern spiritual practice and 

ethical considerations, including the role of 

individual responsibility, community engagement, 

and the ongoing search for meaning and purpose in 

the face of moral challenges. 

 

The Relevance of Augustine's Theology for 
Contemporary Spirituality and Ethics 
In today's complex and morally challenging world, 

Augustine's theology offers valuable insights for 

contemporary spiritual seekers and ethical thinkers. 

His emphasis on the inner struggle between good 

and evil, the necessity of divine grace, and the 

transformative power of spiritual growth can 

provide guidance and inspiration for individuals 

grappling with the moral dilemmas and existential 

questions of modern life (Burnell, 2009). 

 

One key aspect of Augustine's thought that remains 

relevant today is his emphasis on individual 

responsibility and the importance of personal 

reflection in the pursuit of moral and spiritual 

growth. His "Confessions" serve as a powerful 

reminder of the transformative potential of self-

examination and repentance, as well as the need for 

individuals to take responsibility for their actions 

and choices in the face of moral challenges 

(Augustine, 1961). 

 

Furthermore, Augustine's theology underscores the 

importance of community engagement and the role 

of the wider Christian community in supporting the 

individual's spiritual journey. His ideas on the "City 

of God" and the "City of Man" offer a compelling 

vision of the relationship between the individual 

believer, the Christian community, and the wider 

world, emphasizing the need for individuals to 

engage with others in the pursuit of truth, goodness, 

and spiritual transformation (Augustine, 1950). 

 

In addition to its implications for individual 

responsibility and community engagement, 

Augustine's theology also speaks to the ongoing 

search for meaning and purpose in the face of moral 

challenges. His understanding of human will, divine 

grace, and the nature of evil can provide a 

framework for grappling with the moral ambiguities 

and existential questions that confront contemporary 

individuals and societies (O'Donnell, 2005). 

 

In conclusion, the relevance of Augustine's theology 

for contemporary spirituality and ethics is evident in 

its applicability to the challenges and questions 

facing modern individuals and communities. His 

emphasis on individual responsibility, community 

engagement, and the ongoing search for meaning 

and purpose offers valuable insights and guidance 

for those seeking to navigate the complexities of 

modern spiritual and ethical life. By engaging with 

Augustine's thought, one can gain a deeper 

appreciation of the timeless wisdom his theology 

offers and its enduring relevance for contemporary 

spirituality and ethics. 

 

Conclusion 
In conclusion, this study explored the inner struggle 

between good and evil in Augustine's theology, 

delving into its various aspects, including the nature 

of good and evil, original sin, the role of the human 

will, divine grace, conversion, spiritual growth, and 

the influences of Neoplatonism and Christian 

tradition. In addition, we have examined Augustine's 

theology's influence on later Christian philosophers 

and the broader philosophical tradition, as well as its 

relevance to current spirituality and ethics. 

 

Augustine's theology provides unique insights into 

the complexity of the human experience, 

particularly in connection to the moral and spiritual 

components of life, as we have discovered 

throughout our investigation. His nuanced 

understanding of the inner conflict between good 

and evil, the interaction between human will and 

divine grace, and the transformative power of 

spiritual growth continues to resonate with 

individuals and communities as they navigate the 

complexities of contemporary spiritual and ethical 

life. 

 

In addition, Augustine's focus on individual 

accountability, community engagement, and the 

continuing pursuit of meaning and purpose in the 

face of moral dilemmas provides advice and 

inspiration for contemporary spiritual seekers and 

ethical thinkers. His theology challenges us to 

engage in a process of self-examination, meditation, 

and growth, recognizing our limits and divine 

grace's necessary role in conquering evil and 

achieving spiritual transformation. 

 

The ongoing relevance of Augustine's theology is a 

witness to the profound insights he provided into the 

human condition and the intellectual legacy he left 
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for future generations. By engaging with his 

philosophy, we might develop a greater appreciation 

for the timeless insight his theology provides and its 

continuing relevance to our comprehension of the 

underlying conflict between good and evil. As we 

continue to grapple with the moral and spiritual 

issues of our time, Augustine's philosophy is a 

potent resource for meditation, dialogue, and 

personal development. 

 

Recommendations  
1. For laity and church workers, Augustine’s 

teachings on conversion and spiritual growth 

can serve as a guide for personal spiritual 

development and pastoral care, encouraging a 

deeper exploration of faith and a more 

compassionate approach to community work. 

2. Future researchers should delve into the 

comparative study of Augustine's views with 

modern theological and philosophical thoughts, 

exploring how these ancient teachings can 

address current spiritual and ethical challenges. 

3. Educational programs in theological seminaries 

and churches could incorporate Augustine’s 

doctrines, especially on human will and divine 

grace, to foster a more profound understanding 

among congregants and clergy alike, enriching 

contemporary Christian practice and discourse. 
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